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AGENDA 
 City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 


Tuesday, October 13, 2009 – 7:00 PM 
41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody Georgia 30346 


 
 


 


 


A. Call to Order / Roll Call 
B. Approval of the September 8, 2009 minutes 


C. Old Business 


1.   None 


D. New Business 


1. Discussion of text amendment to Chapter 27, Pre-submittal meetings 
 


2. Discussion of text amendments to Chapter 21, §12: Non-Residential Zoning District 
Sign Regulations  


E. Other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda 


1.   Citizen Comments 


F. Adjourn 
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City of Dunwoody Planning Commission 
Tuesday, September 8, 2009 – 7:00 PM 


41 Perimeter Center East, Dunwoody GA 
 


 


Call to Order / Roll Call: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by the Chairman. The following members of the 
Planning Commission were present at this meeting:  Don Converse, Chairman Bob Dallas, Bill 
Grossman and Paul Player.  The following members of the Planning Commission were absent from 
this meeting:  Kirk Anders, Lynn Deutsch and Bob Lundsten.  
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  
Paul Player motioned to approve the minutes from the meeting dated July 14, 2009, with the 
following corrections to be made:  Paul Player should be recognized as presiding chair for the 
last two meetings.  Don Converse seconded.  Three members voted in favor of the motion.  
Chairman Bob Dallas abstained from voting, as he was not present at the meeting in question.  
There was a question as to whether there was a quorum for the motion to pass. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business: 
 
Discussion of text amendments to Chapter 27, §5A and §5D:  Public notice requirements for 
zoning actions in the City of Dunwoody:  Robert Wittenstein, City Councilman, stated that there 
is a need for extending the length of time for notifying the public of public hearings without 
hindering the zoning approval process.  Incorporated in this discussion were opinions from 
Planning Commission members present, and staff members present, regarding signage for public 
notification, the process of meeting The Crier deadlines for publishing notices and the timing of 
Planning Commission meetings possibly being held after Community Council meetings in order to 
streamline the zoning approval/denial process.  It was stated that since the Community Council 
meets twice a month, with the first meeting being a working session and the second meeting being a 
full voting session, that the timing of the Planning Commission meeting be scheduled prior to the 
first Community Council meeting each month in order to shorten the length of time it takes for 
developers to gain zoning approval.  It was mentioned that other counties typically take six to nine 
months to approve zoning, and that the City of Dunwoody zoning approval process typically takes 
three months.  Robert Wittenstein, City Councilman, stated that the proposed signage requirements 
would only extend the time notification to the public by five days, so that should be acceptable to 
most developers, while still inviting more community participation in the decision making process.  
Bill Grossman motioned to amend the section regarding public notification to provide for the 
following:  12’ signs (4’ x 3’) should be installed with all text printed in 3” letters, with color coded 
signs (one for each month, to be decided upon by City of Dunwoody), with distance for mailing 
notices extending to 500’, and costs associated with signage to be paid by the applicant.  Don 
Converse seconded.  The vote carried unanimously (4-0). 
 
Discussion of amendment passed during the  July 14, 2009 Planning Commission meeting 
regarding revision of rules of procedures to bar Planning Commission membership from 
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speaking and/or lobbying on behalf of the Planning Commission at other board and 
commission meetings:  There was a discussion of whether or not to write up the opinions, in the 
form of supporting briefs and dissenting briefs, of voting members of the Planning Commission 
whenever a motion is passed.  There was agreement that this should not be done. 
 
Any other items not otherwise addressed by this agenda: There were no further items for 
discussion. 
 
Public Comment:   There was no public comment. 
 
Adjourn: 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  (Bill Grossman motioned to 
adjourn the meeting, Paul Player seconded.  The vote was carried unanimously (4-0).  
 





		New Business:






 


CITY OF DUNWOODY 
41 Perimeter Center East, Suite 250 


Dunwoody, GA 30346 


Phone: 678.382.6800 • Fax: 770.396.4828 


 www.dunwoodyga.gov 


 


City of Dunwoody, Georgia Planning Commission October 13, 2009 


MEMORANDUM 
Date: October 13, 2009 


Subject: Text Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 


 


At the direction of the Dunwoody Mayor & City Council, staff presents a new application 
requirement for a client pursuing an amendment to the city land use plan, an amendment to the 
official zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a prior 
condition of zoning. This requirement will add a fourth opportunity for city review of a proposal, 
and  follows the DeKalb County model, wherein an applicant has to hold and attend a pre-submittal 
meeting with the community adjoining the subject property prior to beginning the City 
meeting/approval process. 


 


The details of the procedure are contained in the text of the amendment, below. 


 


“No application for an amendment to the land use plan, an amendment to the official 


zoning map or special land use permit, or a major amendment/modification to a condition 


of zoning shall be filed and/or accepted for filing until such time as the applicant has 


attended and held a publicized pre-submittal community meeting(s) with surrounding 


neighborhood association(s)/community groups within one-half (1/2) mile of the subject 


property and adjacent and nearby property owners within five hundred (500) feet of the 


subject property.  A notice of the pre-submittal community meeting shall be made in writing.  


The pre-submittal community meeting shall be scheduled at a time agreeable to the 


association/group in a facility within two (2) miles of the subject property and shall not take 


place less than fifteen (15) days after the date of the written notice.  Applicants are required 


to provide documentation that verifies the occurrence of said meeting(s), including but not 


limited to notice letter, sign-in sheets or correspondence from the neighborhood 


association(s) or residents from the community before the application can be considered 


complete.” 
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City of Dunwoody, Georgia Planning Commission October 13, 2009 


At their regular September meeting, the Community Council heard and discussed the 
item. The Board members discussed the need for more clarity of the distribution process in 
regards to the community meeting notice being submitted in writing. Staff also introduced the 
idea that the community meeting shall be held no more than 120 days prior to making formal 
submission to the City to begin the Mayor & City Council approval process. The Community 
Council approved the text amendment as presented, with the 120-day caveat, 7-0. 


 
This item will be heard by the Planning Commission at their regular October meeting 


(October 13) and first read by the Mayor & City Council on October 26. 
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City of Dunwoody, Georgia Planning Commission October 13, 2009 


MEMORANDUM 
Date: October 13, 2009 


Subject: Text Amendment to the Sign Ordinance 


 


Staff presents the following proposal to amend the City of Dunwoody Sign Ordinance. 
Currently, in most instances commercial wall signage in the City of Dunwoody is limited to one such 
sign, and that sign must be mounted on the building’s “façade”. A façade is specifically defined in 
the sign ordinance as “the exterior wall of a building facing any street which provides direct ingress 
and egress to the lot.” Corner lots fronting two public rights of way are afforded two signs, as long 
as the property has a means of ingress/egress from both rights of way. 


The proposal before you is to create an exception for commercial building signage placed on 
or above the 12th story of the building. This exception would remove the restriction for sign 
placement on facades only, and instead allow signage to be mounted on any wall, irrespective of 
street location(s). The ordinance amendment will read: 


Chapter 21, Article III, §12(e), and will read “Non-residential and mixed-use buildings 12 
stories or more are not restricted as to the location of wall signs placed on or above the 12th 
story. However, no wall sign shall exceed any roof line.” 


The community Council at their September 2009 meeting heard and discussed the proposal. 
None of the membership supported the idea of allowing signage in the manner proposed in this 
amendment. The motion was made not to add the amendment, and the motion passed 7-0. 





